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Delivered in the Theatre of St. George s Hospital In other cases labour is rendered difficult and dangerous by the
unfavourable position of the child within the uterus: instead of the head presenting, or coming foremost, an
arm descends, and the body of the child is placed across the pelvis, so that the longer and more forcibly the
uterus contracts upon it, the more firmly are the shoulder and thorax impacted in the pelvis, and the more
difficult does the operation of turning become. The placenta, which usually adheres to the upper part of the
uterus, is sometimes attached to the cervix or lower part, and then a dangerous flooding ensues, which nature
has no power to arrest. The means she usually employs for the suppression of uterine hemorrhage, if exerted in
this case, would only aggravate the evil; and if artificial delivery were not performed, death would inevitably
follow. The same is the consequence when the placenta has been detached from the upper part of the uterus,
and where hemorrhage follows the birth of the child; and not less destructive are the effects produced by the
retention of the whole, or portions, of the after-birth in the uterus. There are many other varieties of difficult
and complicated labour, in which the unaided powers of nature are insufficient for the completion of delivery,
and where the most prompt and energetic and well-directed treatment is required to avert the danger. Even
after the most easy and natural labours, when none of these accidents have occurred, and when all danger is
apparently at an end, how often does inflammation...
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