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OIice is also respon-sible for the management and operation of the National Finance Center and the
Departmental Working Capital Fund. In addition, the OIice provides budget, accounting, and fiscal services to
the OIice of the Secretary, Departmental staI oIices, OIice of the Chief Information OIicer, OIice of
Communications, and executive operations. COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS For the OIice of the Chief
Financial OIicer, the Committee rec-ommends 5, 496, 000. This amount is the same as the fiscal year 2003
appropriation. This amount does not include an increase of 41, 000 for FECA administrative charges, as
requested in the budget. Financial Management. - The Committee was pleased to learn that for the first time the
Department of Agriculture received a clean audit in fiscal year 2002. This is a major accomplishment. The
Committee wishes to express support for the eIort necessary to reach this milestone, and encourages the
Department to con-tinue to make financial management a priority. National Finance Center. - The Committee
supports the Presi-dents e-government initiative goals to improve the performance and reduce the cost of
Federal Government administration by using commercially available e-business best practices for functions
that are not inherently governmental. The ongoing e-payroll Human Re-sources HR consolidation and
integration of HR and payroll sys-tems across the government provides a prime example of how e-government
can improve service and eIiciency that will create sev-eral hundred million dollars of savings to Federal
organizations. The Committee has been informed that the Department of Agri-cultures National Finance Center
NFC proposal for e-payroll con-solidation...
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