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original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1975 Excerpt: . . . the agencies
themselves). One of the underlying purposes of the LUPC hearings was the possibility of the development of
innovative management systems within the withdrawals which could accommodate the needs and wishes of
the peoples of Alaska and of the nation as a whole. Since that time the Department of Interior has distributed its
proposals for classification of the (d) (2) lands, and the public has become more aware of Interiors intentions.
Many people would like the opportunity to voice their opinions on the Department of Interiors controversial
proposals at a public hearing. To facilitate this purpose, the Department of Interior, in all fairness, should hold
public hearings on each of the specific proposals in the area to be affected, to obtain and consider public
opinion in the overall environmental assessment. If this course of action is not taken, it can only be assumed
that the Department of Interior is not interested in public views and does not wish to expose itself to opposing
elements. There appears to be a tendency in each proposal to propose withdrawal and classifi-cation of land
areas vastly exceeding that necessary to protect the features and qualities which prompted the action. An
example of this tendency is the proposed Kobuk Valley National Monument where the Department has seen fit
to recommend the withdrawal of 3, 000 square miles to protect 30 square miles of sand dunes. 104 The Draft
Statements uniformly fail to justify the need for the classification, boundaries and size of the proposals,
although...
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