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By Mrs Humphry Ward

Victorian Secrets, United Kingdom, 2013. Paperback. Book
Condition: New. annotated edition. 220 x 152 mm. Language:
English Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.First
published in 1888, Robert Elsmere was probably the biggest-
selling novel of the nineteenth century. Inspired by the religious
crises of her father, Ward tells the story of an Oxford
clergyman who begins to doubt the doctrines of the Anglican
church after he encounters the work of German rationalists.
Rather than becoming an atheist, Elsmere pursues the idea of
constructive liberalism, stressing the importance of social work
among the poor and uneducated. The Times called it a clever
attack upon revealed religion, and William Gladstone s copy
was annotated with objections to Ward s heterodoxy. In the
Victorian age, nothing was more likely to generate publicity
than religious controversy, and Robert Elsmere became a
runaway success. More than one million copies were sold,
generating around 4,000 in royalties, which would today put
Ward in the millionaire author bracket. Her earning would
have been higher if it weren t for the absence of international
copyright laws when Robert Elsmere was first published. Many
cheap US editions were hurriedly produced to cash in on its
success. Some were...
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R eviews

A high quality pdf and also the typeface used was exciting to see. it absolutely was writtern really properly and useful. I
am quickly could get a delight of looking at a composed pdf.
-- Justina  K unz e    

Absolutely essential read publication. It is amongst the most incredible book i have study. Your lifestyle period will be
convert when you full reading this ebook.
-- Dr . Mea g ha n Str eich V        
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