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NYU Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 351 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 5.7in. x 1.4in.Winner of
the 2014 Anna Julia Cooper-CLR James Book Award presented by the National Council of Black StudiesRanging
from Reconstruction to the Black Power period, this thoroughly and creatively researched book e ectively
challenges long-held beliefs about the Black Freedom Struggle. It should make it abundantly clear that the
violencenonviolence dichotomy is too simple to capture the thinking of Black Southerners about the forms of
e ective resistance. Charles M. Payne, University of ChicagoThe notion that the civil rights movement in the
southern United States was a nonviolent movement remains a dominant theme of civil rights memory and
representation in popular culture. Yet in dozens of southern communities, Black people picked up arms to
defend their leaders, communities, and lives. In particular, Black people relied on armed self-defense in
communities where federal government o icials failed to safeguard activists and supporters from the violence
of racists and segregationists, who were o en supported by local law enforcement. InWe Will Shoot Back:
Armed Resistance in the Mississippi Freedom Movement, Akinyele Omowale Umoja argues that armed
resistance was critical to the e icacy of the southern freedom struggle and the dismantling of segregation and
Black disenfranchisement. Intimidation and fear were central to the system of oppression in Mississippi and
most of the Deep South. To overcome the system of segregation, Black people had to overcome fear to present
a significant challenge to White domination. Armed self-defense was a major tool of survival in allowing some
Black southern communities to maintain their integrity and existence in the face of White supremacist terror.
By 1965, armed resistance, particularly self-defense, was a significant factor in the challenge of the descendants
of enslaved Africans to overturning fear and intimidation and developing di erent political and social
relationships between...
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